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andy E is a nge Point in which all 
® Parties, how much ſoever they differ a- 
bout other Things, unanimouſly agree; 
and it is this, that nothing can be of 
more dangerous Conſequence at this 


critical JunEture, to this Nation, than the continuing 
- of our Diviſions. Indeed there requires no great 


Penetration to diſcern this, ſince every body knows 


and confeſſes, that our Debts, our Taxes, and in 


reality every other Evil, the Weight of which we 


feel, and of the Burthen of which we complain, have 


been all brought upon us by our Diviſions. Ic can- 
not therefore but be an acceptable Thing to ſtate 
the Caſe truly, and to ſhew the Grounds of our pre- 


- ſent Diviſions, that every honeſt Man may know 
- which- Side to chuſe, and by going over to that Side, 
— the Scale of Juſtice and Equity, fince 
B 


what 
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2 
What Solos made à Law in Athens, will retnain a 
true political Maxim amongſt every free People; 
that in Debates which regard the Conſtitution, every 
Man ought to take either the one Side or the other. 
In Matters of ſmall Moment, we may be indiffer- 


ent but here, where both Parties confeſs our ALL 


is at Stake, we are bound to make our Choice. To 
be Lukewarm in the 4 os of our —— is to be 
againſt it. 

It is now ſomewhat more than cwendy Years, 
that a certain Party hath ſubſiſted amongſt us, un- 
der the Title of the Oppoſition ; they have at certain 
Times been compoſted of very different People, and 
conſequentiy have been conſidered in different 


Lights; but the proper Characteriſtic of the Party, 


that from which it derives it's Name, is the 
of Power, or endeavouring to circumſcribe 
in Parliament the Grants of Money and Extention 


of Authority, which have from Time to Time 


been demanded by ſeveral Adminiſtrations. Now, 


if this Scheme of Oppoſition has been right with 
Regard to the Intereſt of the Nation, that is to ſay, 


if the People of Great-Britain would have been 


Gainers, by putting in Practice what the Perſons 
from Time to Time concerned in this Oppoſition 
propos d, then, without Queſtion, the Deſign of 
the Oppoſition is right upon the whole, though at 


particular Times, and by - particular Perſons, it 

might be proſecuted on wrong Moves. : 
It is neceſſary to make this Diſtinction between. 

the Scheme ſupported by the Party, who have form- 


ed the Oppoſition for ſo many Years, and the pri- 
vate Views of particular Perſons, who have at cer- 


tain Times engaged therein, becauſe the common 
Topick 


Topic of Reprogch into. which the Writers on 
the Side of Power unanimoufly. run, is this 3 that 
Men have often contradicted themſelves, and not- 
withſtanding the Language they have made Ife of 
when out, have avowed quite: oppoſite Dogtrines 
when in. Now the plain meaning of this, is no 
more than that partieular Perſons have had [great 
Failings, and. have in different Scituationt, contend- 
ed with equal Vehemence for different pings. That 
this may, and ought to affect hem I do not deny 
but certainly their Behaviour could no way affect 
Things "themſelves. If the Demands of x Ad- 
miniſtration: for ſo many Years paſt, were juſt and 
reaſonable, then all Oppoſition was unjuſt, and un- 
reaſonable from whateyer Quarter it came 3 and on 
the other. Hand, if the propoſing a ſtrict Examina- 
tion into publick Affairs, a narrow Inſpection of all 
the — on which either Money or Power 
were demanded by Men at the Helm, was with 
reſpect to the Intereſt of this Nation ijt and right, 
then the Oppoſition was always a good Thing, though 
poſſibly all who were concerned in it might not * 
good Men. 

Such as hate cacurremns to ſet the Conduct 'of 
thoſe in the Oppoſition conſtantly in a had Light, 
have found themiſelves under a. Neceſiity of miſre- 
preſenting the Thing, and therefore; the firſt Step 
to be taken in arder to give ſuch as are impartial 
a juſt inſight into this Matter, is to rendet theſe 

eſentations manifeſt, which is the Deſign of 

this Paper. Ompoſition in the Stile of ſome People, 

is a Term Synonimous with Diſaffeian, and great 

Pains has been taken to make the World believe, 
ant none cer oppoſe *— who wiſh wwel⸗ 

to 


— 
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to it: But this is certainly begging the Queſtion, 
and by proving ioo much, proves * If we 
conſider the Reaſon of the Thing, and take ' for 
our Guide a Maxim in which all Parties at preſent 
| agree, viz. Tbat the End of Government is the 
| Good of the Subject, then it will appear very een 
ſor ſuch as mean the Government well, to oppoſe 
ſuch as are in the Auminiſtration of it, unleſs it can 
be ſhewn; that Men veſted with Power, have never 
aimed at violating their Truſt, or that according to 
the Principles of our Conſtitution, */uch as have the 
| executive Part of the Government in their Hands, 
are the only fit Judges how they ought to uſe it. But 
as theſe are Notions abſolutely repugnant to Liberty 
and Common Senſe, ſo they have been ago 
exploded; and therefore as J ſaid before, all Cir- 
WE: cumſtances taken in, it muſt be allowed that Oppo- 
Ation is not malum in ſe, or a direct and conclufive 
Proof of Di/affe#ion, but quite the contrary. 
Experience has verified this in all Reigns, * 
1 if we go no higher than the Reſtauration, it will 
| be no hard Task to prove, that the be Friends of 
| every Government, have at certain Times found 


_ themſelves under a Neceſſity of oppoſing 


| #, © Every . 
| Body knows that the Cavaliers in the Reign of 

| King Charles II. were againſt the Earb of Claren- 
| | Aon's Adminiſtration, and yet nobody ever imagin- 
| 


ed that they were Enemies to that King, or that 
they intended by their Conduct in this Point, any 


2 either to his Majeſty's "Perſon or Govern- 
| The Earl of Clarendon was certainly a very 
— and a very deſerving Man; but he was like- 
wiſe a very over “bearing, and à very opiniative 
Miniſter. I do not pretend to enter * 
3 * Tits 
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Merits of that Oppoſition; it might be right i in 
ſome Reſpects, and wrong in others: I mention it 
only to prove, that the beſt Friends to a Prince 
may think themſelves obliged even by their being 
ſo, to oppoſe his Miniſters. The Cavaliers in the 
fame Reign, acted the fame Part with reſpect to 
another Miniſtry, ſtiled the Cabal, and from = 
very ſame: Motives. In the ſucceeding Reign, ſuch 
as wiſhed the King well, and /uffer'd afterwards, for 
their Affection to him, pp his Meaſures with 
the greateſt Firmneſs, and never thought themſelves, 
nor have been thought by Poſterity the worſe Sub. 
jelũs, but the better upon that Account. They fore- 
ſaw that the Steps the King and his Miniſters were 
taking, would prove fatal to the Nation and to him, 
and therefore they did all that lay in their Power 
to prevent their taking Effect; but they did this 
in a legal Way, either by an Oppoſition in Parlia- 
ment, or by dutiſully expreſſing their Sentiments in 
Petitions to his Majeſty, when no Parliament was 
ſubſiſting; and though they were Ham'd and per ſe- 
cuted for this, at the Time they did it, yet their 
Conduct was juſtified by the Event. . 

After the Revolution, when the Nation was ek. 
fectually cured of ſome political Prejudices, equally 
dangerous to Prince and People, there frequently 
appeared a Spirit of the fame Kind among the 366 
Friends to the Government, as it was then eſtabliſh- 
ed. They remember'd what Meaſures were thought 
oppreſſive and unjuſt in former Reigns, and they 
poſed them in this. Mr. Trenchard, who wrote the 
Hiſtory of ſtanding Armies, was undoubtedly as true a 
Friend to the Revolution, and as deſirous of ſupport- 
ng King William's Government, as any Man. 1 N the 

ation 
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Nation; and yet he thought himſelf at Liberty to 


croſs as far as lay in his" Power, the Deignus of 
| fome of that King's Miniſters, and to . as 


great a Concern for what he took to be the true 

Intereſt of his Count, as if the — in 
which he heartily ceneurr'd, had never happen'd. 
It muſt be confeſſed, and great Advantages have 
been taken from it, that there were at that Time 
Abundance of People Who ind in oppafng the 
Government, becauſe they were diſaffocted to it; but 
this bad Defign of theirs could not operate on ſuch 
Meaſures as were rigbt in themſelves; but they re- 
main' d ſtill right; though theſe People nid 
them to be ſo from wrong Motiuss. Without 
Queſtion, the oppolitig tanding Armies Inoreuſs of 


| | pußliot Debts, arid wink ſerret and ſuſpicious Trea- 


ties with foreign Powers, were Acts very laudable 
in themſelves, And not at all the les o becauſe 10 
Men concurred in them. We live at ſuch a. Diſ- 
tance of Time as enables us to fee that in theſe 
Points they thought j and reaſon'd right. The 
Things they attempted to prevent, have had very 
| oe Conſequenees, and therefore it had been happy 
the Nation if they had been prevented. To 

wy that all who were embark*d in this Oppoſition 
were Patriots, would be certainly falſe ;; but then 
it would be as falſe to aſſert, that none were engaged 
Tn chat Oppoſition but Jacobites. There will be 
Honeſt Men and bad Men, ſincere and infincere, of 
all Parties; but the true Way to judge of the Merit 


| or any Party, is to conſider its Principles. 


In Queen ANNE's Time, there were ſeveral Op- 


poſitions. and theſe carried on with great Heat and 


Tallion ; and yet ſuch as were concerned in them, 
| inſiſted 


* 


\ \ 
£79. 

inſiſted, and many of them 1 believe wich Juſtice, 
that none'wwi/bed better to the Queen and her Govern- 
ment, than they did. In ſhort, if we ſhould pre- 
tend to take it for granted, that all ſuch as have 
oppoſed the Adminiſtration were at leaſt concealed 
Enemies to the Government under which they lived, 
we muſt run into a very groſs Miſtake, ſince none 
ſhewed greater Fidelity to the Crown at that Time, 
than ſuch as acted againſt its Miniſters. To ſum up 
all, as no ſet of Men amongſt us have ſcrupled to 
oppoſe at ſome time or other the ee 
under which they lived; this is a convincin 
ment, that all Parties have thought it afl. jut, 
and expedient, no way derogatory to their Duty, no 
ſort of Blemiſh to their Loyalty, and therefore we 
ought in this Reſpect, to prefer their concurring 
Teſtimonies to the warm Declamations of prejudic d 
Perſons, who would have us believe, that Spile 
appears in no Dreſs, more commonly than in 
that of publict Spirit. If therefore we muſt con- 
demn all Parties, if we condemn” Oppoſition in 
general, it is better to acquit᷑ all, and to confeſs that 
Oppoſition, as well as Attachment, is govern 'd by 
Circumſtances, and that as it is not impoſſible Men 
may betray a Government they ſerve, ſo on the 
other Hand, it is not improbable that Zeal for the 
publick Service may induce Men to oppoſe the Meas 
ſures of ſuch as are intruſted 2 1 the Management 
of publitk Affairs. 

From what has been aid, it clearly and evi- 
dently appears, that there can be nothing more 

ndleſs than thoſe Inſinuations which we ſo fre- 

quently hear thrown out, as if Oppoſition could pro- 
ceed from nothing elſe but a Di/kke to the Prince 


upon 


T8] 
on upon the Throne : whereas, generally ſpeaking, it 
may with much greater Propriety be referred to a 
high Concern for bis Safety. Beſides, according to 
our Conſtitution, and as we ought always to be con- 
ſider'd, as a free People, Regard to the Nation, is 
Loyalty to the King; for ſuch as pretend to make 
any Difference between his Intereſts, and thoſe of 
his Subjefts, may be his Minions, but can never 
, B be his Friends. Such Perſons for their own 
reſt may miſſead him; but it does by no means 
follow, that becauſe they deceive him, it becomes 
the Part of every good Subject to ſhut his Eyes; it 
having been long ago determined here, that Kings 
are to be conſider'd in their political Capacity, in 
Which as the Law ſuppoſes they do no wrong; ſo it 
. muſt be underſtood, not to lay the People under 
any Neceſſity of juffering Wrong. Theſe are Maxims 
that may be gathered from the unrepealable Parts of 
our Conſtitution, ſuch as the Bill of Rights,” and 
therefore in adhering to theſe it cannot, it ought not 
to be ſurmiſed, that Men depart from their Duty, 
ſince that would imply a Diſtinction between Lyyalty, 
and the Love of one's Country, which can never hap- 
pen under a limited Monarchy. The plain Meaning 
of the Term, being this, that the Power of the 
Sovereign is reſtrained by thoſe Laws which have 
been thought homey for the common Benefit of his 
eople. | 
01 we carry theſe Speculations a little farther, | 
we ſhall ſoon meet with inconteſtable Proofs of 
their being just and 'right. The Happineſs of a 
Prince can conſiſt in only theſe two Points, being 
eaſy at Home, and reſpefied Abroad, Now nothing 


can be clearer than that an impoveriſh*d, corrupted 
and 


1 

and vicious People muſt render their Monarch u- 
eaſy, becauſe they can neither /upport his Dignity in 
a proper. Manner, nor can he rely upon their F. 
delity; and as plain it is, that a King in ſuch Cirx- 
cumſtance at Home, can never be conſidered as a 
uſeful. Ally, or a formidable Enemy by his Neighbours. 
Whatever therefore contributes to the reducing any 
Nation into -fuch' a Condition, muſt contribute at 
the ſame time to the Vratening the Authority of the 
Prince. Forms and Appearances may poſſibly be 
preſerved. for a little while; but Time and Acęi- 
dents will inevitably betray the true Stare of Things 
at laſt,” and therefore the oppoſing ſuch Meaſures as 
have a Tendency to exhauſting the Wealth, break- 
ing the Spirits, or corrupting the Manners of x 
whole Nation, is doing the: higheft Service to the 
Sovereign ; however, he or his Miniſters may con 
ceive it, and ſuch as purſue this Track, will ſooner 
or later be known for his eff and true Friend, how. 
ever they may be belied or miſrepreſented by Court. 
Flatterers, who have been always too frequent, and 
in too great Favour with ſuch Kings as have given 
the Reins to their Paſſions, and endeavoured rather 
to gratify their own Inclinations, than to conſult 
the Intereſt of themſelves and theit Poſterity, which 
however, is a Duty incumbent: upon them, as els as 
other Men. 

Thefe Things being premiſed, we ſhall next 
proceed to give a ſhort — of the Riſe and 
Progreſs of the preſent Oppaſtion. After the Affair 
of the Saut l. Sen, abundance of Country Gentlemen 
who had no other Buſineſs in Parliament than to 


ſerve their Conſtituents, began to have their Heads 
1 of. . A — when they ſw 


what 


C- 
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what a Turn that Affair took, and how the Talice 


of the Nation was cluded. They were furprized 


to ſee the Eaſe with which Men united, to ſerve 


their own Intereſts; who but a little while before, 
had torn each other's CharaFers,' and expreſs'd a 


Deſire of tearing one- another's Perſans in Pieces. 
They thought it was a ſtrange Time for ſuch as had 


put themſelves at the Head of the Patriots, to ac- 
eept of Places, and began to have little Hopes of 
reaching the Criminals; when they faw the Patrons 


of thoſe - Criminals become both their. Proſecutors 


and their Judges. The Manner of Mr. Knight's 


going off, alarmed them then as much as his com- 


home ought to ſurprize us no. In ſhort, they 
FA. through, and deſpiſed this Juggling, and from 
that Time to this, have had a frog Averfin to 
SCREENS.” | 
Theſe Reflections led So to ſuſpect, chat pubs 
lick Aﬀairs were not like to be managed with the 
utmoſt Probity, while' in certain Hands, This in- 
duced them to be very aſſiduous in examing the an- 
nual Propo ſals to Parliament for granting Money, in- 
creaſing the Power of miniſterial Officers, and ap- 


| proying ſuch Treaties as were made with foreign 
rin 


ces. They knew the Nation laboured under a 
betvy Load of Debts and Taxes, and they were will- 
ing, if they had been able, to have paid off Part 
of the one, or to have taken ſomewhat” from the 
other; but in this they hardly ever prevailed. They 

dd a great Apprehenſion of penal Laws, be- 
cauſe they ſaw that by an Extenſion of the Exciſe, 
the Tools of every Miniſtry would be the Maſters 
df the Secrets, and conſequently of the Credit of 


dll che trading Part of the Nation. They ea 
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Wan jealous of theſe Laws, when they per- 
ceiv d that they were very negligently executed, 
becauſe this very plainly ſhewed they: were procured 

for other Purpoſes," than thoſe: which were pretended, 
ſince otherwiſe, ſuch as preſsꝰd the paſſing, would 
have jook'd with equal Care to their Execulion. 

They were not a little ſuſpicious, that the new 
Trade of | Negotiating would be far from proving: 
Advantagious to the Natien, and they were very 
much confirm'd in this Notion, when they ſaw ome 
Men made Choice of for Miniſters abroad, wha: 
could not ſo much as make 4 Bow; and others who. 
had not Capacity enough to write a common" Letter. 
Their Fears increaſed, when they found us med 
ling in every Thing, and they were equally Sollici- 
tous about the Honour and Safety of the Kingdom, 

while its moſt important Affairs were intruſted to 
ſuch a Set of ſtrange Politiciays. Such was the Riſe 
of this Oppoſition, and ſuch the +Morives that en- 
gaged the Gen/lemen who originally embarked thetes 
in, many of whom ate ſtill living, to reſolyve to 
exert" themſelves with Zeal and Diligence in the 
Service of their Country, without much Regard to 
their 'croffing' the De/igns of thoſe by whom they 
thought ſhe was very 1 ſerved. 

At firſt ſetting out, this Oppoſition Was s conſider- 
able; only from the known Chara#ers of thoſe; who! . 
compoſed it; their great Fortunes, and extenſive In- 
| flvence-in! their reſpective: Countries; but by De- 

it-recived - conſiderable Acceffions, and to- 
wards the End of the laſt Reign, it was become 
very formidable in point of Numbers, At the be- 
= Gentlemen could ſcarce conceive that Per- 
wat Rank; and who were look*d upon as: 

C 2 Men 
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Men of preat Parts; could ſtoop to ſuch low and 


lie Things as were a ha Hey mp 1m upon the 
Adminiſtration; but n ſaw; with how 


much Induſtry all Euguires were avoided; with 


what an Air of Inſolence the Loſs of a-whole Branch 
of the publick Revenue, merely through Negligence, 
was ftiled a pedling Affair, and what a Point was 
made of bringing ** or {ſcreening every little Of- 
| fender ;"they began to open their Eyes, and to diſ- 
cover an Inclination of looking more nicely than 
had been cuſtomary for many Years paſt into pub 
lit Accompts, which Inclination of theirs excited 
ſuch a Vigilance on the other Side, as ſnewed plain- 
ly this was a ſore Place, and would not ur . 


ing. 
The Affair of che public. Debts ſeemed: 10 be a 
Matter of ſuch mighty Conſequence, that all Pro- 


_ Poſets relating to them, wo well beard by all who 
meant well to their Country, of what Party ſoever, 
and yet abundance of 'rational Propoſals for putting 

them into a better Tram of Payment were reject ted 

upon plauſible Pretences, till at length the: Pevple in 

Power, by a dextrous Application to the: Paſſions 
of Men in the monied and in the landed\irereft, 

brought Things inta ſuch a Methad, as plainly: 

ſhewed they never intended to Pay them at all. 

By applying the Produce of the Sinlcing. Fund to 

the! Service of the current Vear, this End Was 

attained, and though the Nation ſuffered; a : 

Part of the Nation wus made caſy. This ſhowed 

the Conſequence of railing. Taxes' lightly, and im- 

perceptibly.; for as it defended us from a Land. 

Tax, it drew many of the Country Gentlemen to think 


fuyourably” of it; and as it defended. we as.drew 
arge 
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large Intereſi from: the.' publick-Funds, againſt tlie 
Danger. ta which they were/expoſed,; of being gd 
. in caſe that Fund had remain d utnuc hd they 
too were very well pleaſed; and thus & Stopſ was 
. the — .? that cauld hade faved; us 

deep Diſtreſs, by leſſening. our Debts, and ale 
lowing: us eaſe in our Taves, and at the fame;Tante 
an immenſe; Revenue. was left i the Hands of H. 
miters which enabled them to provide for, abd in- 
creaſe their Defendants, till by degrees they beckme. 
ſo numerous, and were fo well 'poffeg, that their Jars. 
vile Echos to their Maſters: Demand came te be 
pation a8 lautand fgwifcont too, as the Voice af the 

ation. 

The Ang of Abundance of. Ay Atiempts, to 
get Money, and the purſuing even ſucceſsful; Ap 
tempts: in Furſiament. by Hue and Cry frum the 
Prefs, till! their Iniquity Was made manifeſt 10 
the mean Capacity, brought Numbers to think 
more cooly and conſiſtently than they would others 
wiſe: have dont, and ſorc'd them, whether they 
would or nat, ta diſtern hom lot ſome great: Men 
would ſtoop, and what vaſt Load were to be heap- 
ed on the already overloaded People, in caſe the Ma- 
jority of their NRepreſentatixes continued to dend their 
Aſſiſtance in:4ajing them upon their, Bact. Theſtz 
Diſputes, by being frequently repeated, enlarged 
even ordinary-Underſtandivg/ and brought the . 
cana Imgerii within the Comprehenſion of the cam. 
mon Sort ef Peaple. This was complained! of a 
2 Kind of Jacrilege, a Breach: of all Decarum, and 
4 ſubverting the very Faumdaſs of Govemmmant. 


Whereas, in Truth it was na more than deliveri 
5 ſrom that Sort nnn bu, 


EW) 
which State Conjurers fo well know how to raiſe, in 
order to cover. chemſelves. It was | explaining a 
Mlery in which the People had a bjgb Concern ; it 
was ſhewing them how their Money went, and bow: 
they were farc d, without feeling. the Sbrers. In 
ſhort, it was doing by them, what any honeſt 
Man would do by a'young Heir ; it was ſetting the 
Arts of theſe /mooth Cozeners, in à proper” Light, 
and taking Care to give the Nation fair Warning 
of the Handi they were in. A Practice every way 
laudable; notwithſtanding its Tendency to deſtroy 
the Refpe7 generally paid to great Men. Neither 
was this a Fault or an Iuconvenience, but rather an 
Advantage; for Reſpect is only due to Benefactors 3 
when the Great turn Plunderers, A Jree People owe 
them Jomewbat elſe. © 
In Time too, n 
their Nuit; all the fine-Promiſes that had been made 
as to their deſtroying Smuggling, came to nothing; 
fince it was found, that thoſe Haraſbips which bore 
ſo heavy on bongſt Men, never 3 ſuch as they 
were ſaid to be intended for. It was frequently ob- 
ſetved, that the ſharpeſt of theſe A4, — (wh | 
quietly for ſeveral Years, and wale regularly at the 
of an Zle#ion. The Trading Part of 
— World, who at firſt promiſed themſelves Relief 
from theſe ſubtile Contrivances, which they fancied 
would at leaſt defend them from: Vuterlupers, and 
Pot all who paid the Dary, on the ſame Reoe;ahough 
a hard one, were quickly undeceived, and taught 
to their Coſt, that: Hardibips once ſubmitted to, are 
never to be ſhook of, though Conditions were ralk'd 
of at the Time of che Impoſition. A Concurrence | 
of theſe Circumſtances, occaſioned: Bills of this Na- 
affe ture 
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ture to find a er Paſſage than uſual, there being 
none ready to ſupport them, e __ as: found 
their Account. in them. 
Foreign Affairs took dein turn in i publick: Ex 
ka and chough at firſt it was hardly believ'd 
that a Britiſh Adminiſtration would enter into Trea- 
ties burthenſome to Britain, yet when Seſſionr After 
Seſfiont, Meaſures of this Kind were expoſed, their 
Motives explained, and their Conſequenoes foretoia, 
many who found the Gentlemen in the Oppoſition, 
. true Prophets, 52 to think them good Politicians, 
eſpecially when they ſaw that we frequently chang*d 
Sides, and that in Spight of theſe Changes, we were 
always on the ſame Side with France, though till then 
our Intereſts were held irreconciliable. Thus was 
that Strength gained, which render'd the Oppoſition 
ſo conſiderable at the Cloſe of the late King's Reign, 
at the very Point of Time when ſome; think he be- 
gan to ſee Things in the . Light we the 
Gentlemen in the © ppefetion.-. > \, 
The Dawn of a new! Reign inclined every Body 
to think, that Things would take a new turn, e- 
ſpecially as they were now underſtood, and 
the King was. known to be à ft y Lover of Ho- 
nour and Juſtice, Upon this, = Oppo/etron. laid 
down their Arms, and went with as great Eager- 
neſs to pay their Obedience to the new Monarch, 
as if they had been ſure of tbaſe Places, which they 
never expected. They manifeſted their Concern, and 
even their Complaiſance in many other Reſpects, 
py to ſhew that their former Conduct was the 
ect of Principle, not of Prqjudice or Seſſibneſß. 
But when it clearly appeared that the ſame Mea- 


ſures were ſtill purſued, when a Profufon of public 
Money 
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was detmundrd as a Proof of rie for the 1 
\Crows; they readily return d to che Serture of their 
Country, and facrificing all Hopes of Favour, refu- 
mid their former: 'Oppoition of whatever appeared 
to them N Inzeegts of their: ao 
r. 021 124 bit O een ED 8 
The Pbrue of this Oppoſtion, vas bob ſo An- 
Aly felt, chat there was no- longer any truſting 
to the a Arn of ent ʒ bur Recourſe was had 
d bolder Erpedionti, and this with ſuch — in 
A Time, chat it bid fair for 22 Oppe/ttion, 
aid for eradicating the all 00 expected 
20 redreſs — 97275 legal Method. But as Swc- 
cet is very apt to make bad Men inſolent, ſo many 
Wo earn their Muger, were Fools enough to grow 
| 'of their Str ture, and to declare themſelves 
; as much the my of enn Max, as if they 
1 had worn his Lbery. This. Imprudence contribu- 
3 Tod to the Safety of the Society, and like an Eruption 
1 m an Epidemic Fever, '\ſhewed plainly, that the 
= Stall was fick at Heart, The Expenco of maintain- 
24 ing ſuch a Multitude of cruving Creatures, grew 
' daily greater aud greater, and the Manner in which 
8 rar d theit own Livings,” came at laſt to be ſo 
motorions, that all who had a reaſonable. Share of 
and the — remains of Honeſty, revolted 
at 3 and by a happy Choice of proper Repreſen- 
ftaiua, brought-the Matter to a fair Iſſue, and de- 
monſtrated _ the Spe of the Oppoſition was fo 
far from being the Clamour of a handfal of idle dif- 
affected, or diſoontonted Men, that it was in reality 
the Voice of the Peophe, the judgment of the un- 
corrupted,” wdeceived Part of the Nation, and this 


| —— have thought, had been the Period = 
| | t 
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the: Oppoſition, for hitherto the Engl/b Hiſtory at- 
fords us no Inſtance of the Heads of a viforious 
Party going over to the Vanguiſbed, adopting: the 
Mazxims they diſclaim d, diſavowing their o Prin- 
ciples, and Ring without Shame or Concern thofe 
Parts, which for many Years together they had 
made it their Buſineſs to expoſe.” This HFonder was: 

_ reſery*&for oar Time, and the Language it has pro- 
voked; will im all Probability prevent fuck a/frenge + 
Sight from being ever ſeen by our Poſteri g. 

If the Oppoſition had been what many have 

affected to 8 it, a violent Spirit raisd a> 

gainſt a particular Perſon, it ought naturally to 
have determined when that Per/on was  remaved- - 
from Pyter; but as it had in reality quite another 
Foundation, fo thoſe who are thoroughly acquainted 
therewith, cannot be much ſurprized at ſceing this 
Everit Produce no confiderable Change - in this Re-. 
ſpect. It may, however, be of very great Ser. 
vice to the Generality of the People of England, to 
explain this Matter thoroughly; and as I pretend 
to ſet the preſent” Oppoſition in a true Light, I ſhall 
firſt ſhew how this Notion of its being particular 
directed againſt one Man, came to be ſo commonly "0 
received: I ſhall next prove the Weakneſs and 
Folly of giving in to ſach a Story; and I ſhall after- 
wards account fairly for the true Views of the Oppo- 
tion; which having once done, I ſhall think my 
Taſk' perform'd, and leave it, as I apprehend, | 
every political Controverſy ought to be left to the 
free and unbyaſs*d Fudgment of my Countrymen. - 1 

When one conſiders how great a Part of Man- 
kind are govern*d by Appearances, and how few, 
how very tew, are capable 4 looking to the Button 
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ein kind of Diſputes as theſe, it is far from be- 
ng difficult to conceive how this fal/e Opinion came 


ſio generally to prevail. Two Things there were 


which gave fo ſtrong a Colour to this Notion, as 


might eaſily afford it Credit with the Multitude. 
In the firſt Place, this ingie Perſon had been in a 
Manner at the Head of the Auminiſtration, from the 


Time this Oppoſitzon began, and as the Meaſures 


they all along oppoſed, were ſtrictly and properly 


ſpeaking, bis Meaſures, there is no great Wonder 
to be made, that with many, or moſt People, this 
Oppoſition might be thought directed againſt him. 
On the other Side, it muſt be allowed, that there 
was a ſecond Reaſon, ftill ſtronger than the „irt; 
the Diſcovery of which we owe to Time, and it 
is this, That a conſiderable Party who had join'd 
the Oppoſition, and by their forwardneſs therein, in 
ſome meaſure, ſet themſelves at it's Head, had really 


no other Viet than this, as appears by their deſeri- 


ing the Oppoſition as ſoon as it was accompliſhed ; 


but that this never was the Sentiments of the Party 


in general, will appear to thoſe who conſider the 
Pains they took to expoſe Meaſures, not Men, and 
the remarkable Inſtance they gave of their being void 
of all perſonal Reſentments. 

The Inſtance I mean, is the famous Affair of the 
MOTION, which has been ſo often canvaſſed, 
and ſet in ſo many different Lights, though it was 


never yet perhaps conſidered in the true one. It 
was a meaſure, certainly well calculated, to ſerve 


the Purpoſe for which it was intended ; it would 
have removed, had it ſucceeded, be Man who 
block*d up the Way of ſome other Men to Power. 


80 it had at the ſame Time, an Appearance of 


* 


( 29); 
ſerving the Oppoſition, ſo ſtrong an Appearance, that 
many were drawn into it, who certainly meant well, 
and did not perceive the real Tendency of that ex- 
traordinary Step. But the wife and firmeſt Men in 
the Oppoſition, could not be drawn into ſuch a De- 
ſertion of their Principles. They could not be re- 
conciled to a wrong Method of doing à right Tbing. 
They were afraid of countenancing arbitary Poren, 
by ſuch an /# of their own,. and therefore choſe 
to leave Things to Time, and the Judgment of the 
Nation in a new Election, rather than puſh a particu- 
lar Man in ſuch a Way, as might ſeem: to deter- 
mine their Diſſiłe to Him and his Meaſures, rather 
than to the Meaſures themſelves, by whomſoever 
purſued, In this, they were certainly right, and 
this Mark of their high Spirit, true Generoſity, . 
and admirable good Senſe, ought for ever to ſtop 
the Mouths of thoſe, who would reſolve heir Oppo- 
/ition into an inveterate Averſion to a /ingle Perſon; + 
There could not certainly be any Thing wiſer 
in ſuch as had the Safety of this fingle Per/on at 
Heart, than to propagate” to the utmoſt of their 
Power this Notion, that the Oppoſition was form'd- 
againſt Him, and againſt Him only. The Britiſh 
Nation in general, are too generous, too honeſt a 
People to take Pleaſure in the perſecuting from pri- 
vate Prejudices a great Man, merely becauſe he is 
Great, and therefore the conſidering the Oppof-: 
tion in this Light, weaken'd its Force, and abated 
its Credit conſiderably. The ſame People took allo. 
a great deal of Pains to place this in ſtill a ſtronger: 
View, by repreſenting the private Character of the. 
Perſon they ſuppoſed to be the But of the Qppoſition,” 
as every way aimable. * was in their LANGUAEs. 
2 tne , 
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+ the moſt bum; the molt benißrent, the moſt corr- 


tebus Man living; and above all Things, they 
magniſied that Decenc and Moderation, with which 
he treated his Antagoniſt, ani the Calmmeſi he con- 


ſttantly preſerved in Site of all the rude Attacks 
that were made upon him. Add to this, that even 


an Error in their Conduct, contributed not a little 


tc the $4treſs of their Deſgn; for inſtead of defend- 


ing Meaſures, they conſtantly defended him, and by 
perpetually repeating this Story of the Oppgſition's 


being per ſonal, which they were perhaps weak enough 


to believe, they at laſt hammer'd it into the Head 
of mam, and at the ſame Time obliged the Chiefs 
of the o2her Side to act in ſuch a Manner, as if the 


Fals they related, had been true. But the Inſtance. 
I have mention*d; clearly refutes all theſe Pretences, 


and juſtifles the Oppoſition from any Inpulation on 
this Head, fince thoſe who ſupported the Motion 


from Principle, did it upon this Diſtinction; that 


Places were no Man's Birthright, and conſequently 
an Attempt to remove a Man from them, was no 


Attack upon his Perſon; while on the other Hand, 
ſuch of the Oppoſition as were qgainſt the Motion, 


were againſt it, becauſe they thought it perſonal, and 


in that Light, repugnant to their Principles. 


The Defeat of this Scheme of the Motion, which 
the Friends of the late Adminiſtration, who were 
certainly no very penetrating Politicans, look*d upon 
as" the Rnjy: of the Oppoſition, in reality reſtor'd it, 
and proved, as they might eaſily have foreſeen, the 
Nun of. themſetves. When Gentlemen came to 


conſider ſeriouſly, and without Paſſion, on what 
- Motives'they had afted in that. Affair, it appear'd 


dearly, that the Praject of the Adotion food upon 
12 too 


© 
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oo narom a Bottomz ſince in reality their Buſineſs | . 
was to condemn a Series of deſtructive. Meaſures; 
rather than to frike at a fingle Man, either in his 
Perſonal, or miniſterial Capacity. The ſormer was 
altogether confitent with their Principles, as an Op- 
potion, but the latter had ſuch an Air of private 
Prejudice, as gave all their Proceedings an Appear- 
ance of Fuctian. It was therefore, no Wonder 
that after debating this Matter thoroughly among 
themſelves, the 1/ue of the Diſpute was a claſer 
Union than ever. For when Men ſee. that they ALT 
mean rigbt in the Main, and that the Points abone 
which they differ are prejudicial to their common. 
Intereſt, it neceflarily engages them to coneur with 
their utmoſt Force in thoſe Things in which they 
are clear, and to avoid differing in leſſer Mai-. 
ters at leaſt till the main Thing be carried. This 
then was the Reſult of their Conferences on that 
Diſanpoiniment, and thus borrowing Strengib from 
their late Defeat, the Oppoſition became firmer and 
more formidable than eyer, and this at a Time 
when /ome ſbort-fighted Politicians. conſider'd them 
as broken beyond a Poſſibility of rallying, and thus. 
they gained a double Advantage from the Wi/dom 
of their own Conduct, and the weak Judgment of 
__ whom they oppoſed. 

The Event as J obferved before, fully j ;uſtified 
this Method of reaſoning, and en ſhew*d, 
the Difference between a , Perſonal and a National 

_ Oppoſition. The Reſolutions, that had been taken 
to ſtick. entirely to the latter, and to reject whats. 
ever carried the leaſt Aſpect. of the former, opera- 
ted at the very Beginning of the. Seffions, and to 


the Amazement of ſuch as expected to have * 
8 


af. 
the Patriots acting like Hilſarc, by ſudden and | 
violent Excurſions, they a ppear'd a ſteady, well 
compatted Phalanx, which no Art could divide, 
and which no Force could break.” All their Mo- 
tions were equally regular, and well conducted, 
they ſtood firm upon every Attack, and puſh*d all 
at once whenever they gave the Haul. Inſtead 
of ſmart and lively Harangues, they confin'd them- 
ſelves to ſhort and weighty Speeches; they no 
longer dwelt on the Overſahis and Miſcarriages of 
partitular Perſons,” but upon the Concerns of the 
People; in ſhort, they brought about a Change in 
che Miniftry, by preſſing for a Change in Affairs. 
While they continued in this Situation, they bore 
all before them, Miniſterial Arts, and that kind of 
Science which J am aſhamed to call by the Name 
fixed upon it, by the greateſt Maſter therein, Par- 
Eamentary Craft, ſignified nothing, Victory declared 
on their Side, and the Migbiy who bad been ſo 
long uſed to Conqueſt, were 8 5 to turn all their 
Thoughts on a Retreat: Such were the Effe#s of 
an Oppoſition acting upon Principle, governing all 
their Motions by a ſteady Adberence to the public 
Intereſt, and as ſteady a Contempt of private and 
particular Advantages. "Dp t alas! we muſt ſoon 
f this Scene. 

As too much Succeſs had rendered the Great 
careleſs, and in the End impotent, ſo this ſudden 
Reverſe of Fortune brought them back to their 
Wits, and though it could not bring them back 
to Power, yet it did what was thought next to im- 
poſſible, it broke their Fall. The Sight of ap- 
proaching Ruin engaged them to change their for- 
mer Manner of acting, and now they diſclaim'd 
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in their Turn all perſonal Affection, and pretended 
an extraordinary. Zeal for the Vbig Intereſt. This, 
whether well or ill founded had a mighty Effect, 
it introduced a new Spirit, which ſupplied Courage 
to their fainting Troops, it engaged many to ap- 
pear warmly in their Service, who were befofe in- 
different, and if it did not diſpoſe, it at lealt gave 
a Colour for ſome to come over to them who had 
fought fiercely on the other Side. As theſe; Ad- 
vantages were gain'd by a Stroke of rational Policy, 
ſo they were managed with the utmoſt Dexteri- 
ties; and I am forry to ſay, that Men who had 
never ſhewn-any great Abilities, while in the pub- 
lic Service, diſcover*d extraordinary Capacity when 
in this critical Conjuncture, they were reduc'd to 
think only of ſerving themſelves. The Point moſt 
proper for this Purpoſe was, that which they 
pitch*'d upon, for with great Addreſs they, ſhifted 
their Defeat from the late Stand of the Oppoſſtion, 
to the almoſt forgotten Attempt of the Motion; 
and as if that had produc'd this /urprizing. Al- 
teration, the Leaders of a rejected Project were ſet 
at the Head of Affairs. This tho* it might ſatis- 
fy them, ſatisfied no Body elſe, and the Nation 
was exceedingly amazed to ſee what once happen'd 
in 1aly, when the late King of Sardinia was Ge- 
neral in chief both of the French and confederate 
Armies, happen again in Britain, the ſame Men 
at the ſame Time being at the Head of the Admi- 

firation, and of the Oppoſition. 
It is not eaſy to deſcribe the Effects of ſo ſtrange 
a Revolution. In all great Parties there will be a 
conſiderable Number of Perſons who from want of 
found Senſe, or ſound Principles, will 9 8 
s 


Leaders at the Expence of their Cauſe, and go as 
their Chiefs direct, inſtead of obeying or perhaps 


” examining the Dictates of their Conſtiences, his 


Vas the Caſe here, and a ſtrange Confuſion enſued, 
_ ſometimes we ſaw a ſtrong Detachment of Patri. 
ots charging on the Side of Power, and ſometimes 
a formidable Body of Courtiers *' making a noble 

Stand in Defence of Liberty. In ſhort, this was 

a Seaſon when wiſe Men knew not what to ſay, and 

therefore we need not wonder, that weak Mey 
knew not what to do. 'On the whole however 
this is certain, that /ome Men's Heads were more 
effectually turnd by the Acquiſition of Porter, 
than the Hearts of others were dejected with the 

Loſs of it. Yet to ſhew how variable Men are, 
and how moch the greateſt are govern'd by the 
ebbing and flowing of their Spirits, it may not be 
amiſs to obſerve, that this: litile Gleam of - Succeſs 


'  diftrafted ont Who had-recover*d his Reputation 


as to Capacity, by the firmneſs he had ſhewn on 
his late Defeat. Affecting Airs of Triumph at go- 
ing out are as diſtaſteful, and conſequently as dan- 

rous as the wearing an Air of Inſolence when 
in, and the not adverting to this plain Maxim, 
produced ſuch a Spirit as nothing elſe could have 

uced, and prevented that Flame from being 

extinguiſb d, which he had ſo artfully, and hitherts 
ſo baren laboured to ſubdue. 1 know I have 
deliver d myſelf ſomewhat obſcurely, but the Facts 
are too recent for me to run any Riſque of being 
eee wy 
A Miſcarrage like this, which all but thorough _. 
Politicians would have eſteemed a ſight one, gave 
once more a new Turn to-Aﬀairs, The Body of 


the 
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the Oppoſition had again 'drawn themſclyes {bt 

* Ber ad, Order, and this Accident brought back 
- their or at leaft determin*d them to decline 
ping entirely off ſo ſoon as they had firſt intended 
at the ſame Time, that this gave the WA 23 

ien forme HAuvantage, by Reber ig i its Strength, it 
Itkewiſe did it not a lie Prejudice by 1 8 
Mit Map. In ſhort, the ice Neri Pop 
wo and inſtead of in Tis I what 
the Nation had been 9522 it Was 
1 enquire. what wrong Steps could be fix d 
een cer lain Perſon. It Would be no difficult 
9 55 ſhew that he ſuffer'd much 4205 by this, 
the on itfelf, There Fas a great deal 
of Tin ed to yery little Pur Sa in this 
Time that generous Sptr it which 12 hitherto ac- 
tated the {ag Lanig by Degrees. Not 
to dwell too on. fo . Cl 22 a je, the 
Mie of what at m'd a national fo 
became entirely per nul, aud that which had 
2 Time been confi ed as the moſt ſolemn 
' Beeme that had ever ap pear d on a 12 Ti fa 
dwindled at length | oy a POS Farce. 
Men may be angry when they {ce themſelves ky 
the Sport, even of tte People, but this will alxays 
be the Caſe while che People remain free, and their 
Men deſcend to do little Things. | 
After runni K Ow thro* as fuccin@tly as we might 
the Hiſtory of ſition, and ſetting the prin» 
1 Events which bs pa dſtinguilh'd it from . 
Oppoſirions. in their proper Lights, we come 
now to what is more material, anc of far greater 
Conſequence to the Public, viz.” the Examination 
of the fe End of this Oppoſition, or to borrow for 
| once the Lawyer's 8 3 „ We are now to look 
\ into 


. 
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into the Merits of the Cauſe, and with that Earneſt- 


"neſs which becomes hong Men, and that Fund of 
good Senſe which has ever been allow'd us as Bri. - 


tons, to enquire whether the Principles of this Op» 


'poſition conduce to diſturb and diftreſs this Nation z 
or whether properly purſued, they have nor the 


ſtrongeſt Tendency to free us from all our Mis- 
fortunes, and to ſilence the Noi/e, by taking away 
the Cauſes of our Complaints. This is to be the 
Buſineſs of the ſucceeding Pages, and this I ſhall 
treat as clearly and plainly as the Subject will bear, 
without ſtraining Fas, or uſing a declamatory 
Stile, which very little become an Advocate for 


JL RUTH, Whoſe Charms like thoſe of a perfect 


Beauty, cannot be heightened, but may 


be caſily 
abated by the Interpoſition of Art, t. 
In the firſt Place then, we muſt learn to ſatisfy 
ourſelves, whether the Nation really /uffers under 
any Difficulties, or whether (as a very artful Wri- 
ter would perſuade us) we are only troubled with 
political Spleen, Now a Nation ſuffers, or at leaſt 
may ſuffer ſeveral Ways ; but particularly by theſe 
three, when reſpelt to its Government declines, when 
it's beſt Laws are worſe executed, and when greater 
Sums are levied for the public Service, than the For- 
tunes of private People can bear. By any, much more 


All of theſe Nation may be enervated, and brought 


to the Brink of Rain, as the Hiſtory of every one 
great Monarchy or flouriſhing State that is now de- 
cayed will ſufficiently prove. 8 
As to the it of theſe political Maladies, the 
Symptoms which uſually attend it are «nverſal Un- 
eaſmeſs, a general Diſtaſte of Power, and a want 
of all Reverence towards every Rank of Mapiſtra- 
#85. The ancient Hiſtory of the Hebrews affor ds 
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us a ſhort and excellent Definition of this Miſchief, 


for whenever it reign'd amongſt that People the 


Phraſe uſed to expreſs it is, there was no King in 
Iſrael, that is, 20 Ruler whoſe Authority was re- 
garded, or whoſe Decrees were held ſacred. In 
tte ancient Greek Republics,” there were Magiffra- 
tes aſſign'd by the Conſtitution to watch over it, 
with a View to prevent this dangerous Diſeaſe of 
State. In Athens they were ſtiled Archons, in 


Sparta, Ephori, and fo long as theſe did their 
Duty, the People never failed in /heirs, But when 


theſe forgo? their Characters, and endeavour'd to 
apply the Power veſted in them to private Pur 


Poſes, inſtead of the public Service, they ſoon loſt 
their Credit, 'and the State its Being The like 


happen'd to the Romans, when the Tribunes affec. 
ted to be their Princes, inſtead of their Protectors, 
and brought the Y/eight of the People to bear in- 


tollerably hard upon that Frame of Government, 
which it had been their [tereſt to ſupport. When the 
Names and Shadows of uſeful Offices only remain, 
and the Ends for which they were inſtituted are 
neglected, Authority is loft of Courſe, nor is there 


any Method of proving that Government was in- 
ſtituted for the Sake of the governed, more plain 


than this, that whenever it ceaſes to promote thig 
End, it becomes the Object either of Hatred or 


Contempt. Of Hatred, if ſupported by an armed 


Force, of Contempt, if it be deftitute of that Guard. 
This is a fair and candid Account of the Matter, 
drawn from Reaſon and Experience, by which Men 
arrive at Certainty, and not an artful Deduction of 
a precarious Propoſition by the Help of Rbetorical 
Flouriſhes, | | 
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. gination, merely to indulge 
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As to the ot Tide 25 9 I have mention'd, 
. 1 commor itſelf by. a 5. Propen= 
? fo to Pleaſure, a agen ious alete of, Priuci- 
Ples, and an Epidemic — of Manners. Tha 
old Book I cited before has a: wondrous, 
* Phraſe for this Grievance, ie oben as tes tags” 
ple were in this Condition, they are {aid 2% have. 
ab every Man what was right in bis um Hes. 
How . how expreſſive this Deſcription / 
' To-follow the Dictates of private Intereſt, to pur» 
- ſhe the Proj 8 7 — Paſons,' to run 
wildly i into the Gratification 77 dvery ſenſual Apo 
He, or every idle Wbim of a di 'd -. 
aurſelvis without Re- 
ſpect to Sodety, of that kind of - Di/order which I 
meant to trace. Wh the Bulk of any Nation comes 
to be agitated by by fach a Spirit, it muſt neceſſarily 
follow, that however excellent their Laws, they 
muſt ſtand repealed in Fut, though they retain 
their Places ſtill in their Statute Beos. It was ſo 
at Athens, when ſhe boaſted berſelf the goliteſ and 
- the free State in Greece. The City was adorn'd 
- with the nobleſt Buildings, her Citinens were re- 
.ver'd abroad, and appeared with the greateſt Eclat 
at home; her Commerce was moſt artegfve, her 
2 at. its higheſt Pitch when Alcibiades then a 
. ve Pericles. this. wiſe, Advice, that fince it 
Ff him to make. up.the public Actompts, he had 
1 785 how he. might auoid making them up at all. 
he Corruption of the Times made it eaſy for him 
ve F 1 n and he % 
caped: by plunging his Country into the Pelapouus. 
fian War, * ſhe woot for even. At 
EKome the Caſe was the fame, when the great Men 
a _ to value themſelves on a fine Tale, and an 
| immen(e 
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— Z. Pence, intend. of that-pablemic's Prodigy 
and - Hiyhrious Poverty by. which. theit ge | 
were diſtinguiſtted, Things quickly: took a new 
_— and glorious Common-wealth hieb had 
re of Nations, and the Seulrejgy 
ar a ſunk idto Slavery the meaneſt and 
ry Slavery, breoming & P to me. mat an. 
t Her Sulhjiengn n,, 
As td the laß of the Caſts hinted at defort; it's 
Marks are the moſt  evidey? of All. A People af. 
fected thereby, feel the Pangs of Poverty, without 


_  Giſctrningits-true- Catſe 3 becadſe thoſe who! ,ought 


= 


engquire' into; and redrefs. their Grievances, em. 
pox all: their Skill and Pains either to „tie or Die 


Ay 1515 them. Such 4 Nation, ſenſible of declinig 


lm, but the — which occur in the Memoirs 


Trade, aſcribe it now to on Thing, then fo uns- 

ther, and by. injudicious Attempts to rid them 
of ſappoſed Burdens, render themſelves ſtill more 
incapable ef bearing that Loud which they want 
the Judgment to ſhake off. Inſtead of vir tugus Ins 
duſtry, there prevails: amongſt them » frauuulem 
Denieriq in coining artificial Aal Riches, which ſerve to 
_ - conceal their true Condition from ibemſelves, and 
to defend for a while the moſt cuming amongſt 

them, from the AMAiſries felt by the meſt Hart 
We have no Examples of this kind in antiem 


N 


of latar Agen, art too nutnerous' to be ſo much a8 
montiom d. The great Kingdom of Spain, hag 
long greaned under this kind. of Opprofive... The 
two famous States of Venice and Genba, have fufs 
tet'd their Glories to fade, and their Strength to by. 
exhauſted, by not attending in Time to this Canter 
and I] could name another Republic, which is 2 | 
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Uu become ſenſible of this oil, though ſomewhat 
of che late. Before I diſmiſs this Subject, I muſt 
obſerve, that this Sort qf Conſumption is unknown 
to arbitrary Governments. | Under them, Oppreſſion 
1 Feaver, the Acuteneſs of which quick! 2 
their Rulers to have Recourſe to proper dies, 
how little Pity ſoever they may have in their own 
Natures. There muſt be t/a kind of Liberty to 
nouriſti this ' /ingring Diſeaſe, and to feed the Pa- 
Hent with Hopes till the Diftemper preys upon 'the 
Vi tals. 
If therefore the 8 inſeperable from theſe 
Maladies, are undeniably to be met with 
us, we may very fafely conclude, that our Con- 
— is very dangerous, and that nothing can pre- 
vent it from becoming deſperate, but timely At- 
tention, and a ſpeedy * vigorous Application of 
oper Remedies. For, as it is certainly falſe Prac- 
tice,” when State Phyſicians feed the Humour of of 
their Patients, and encourage them in taking 
neceſſary Megicines, by favouring vulgar Mitakes, 
and nurſing imaginary Diſeaſes 3 ſo on the other 
Hand, it is as inexcuſable to poſſeſs them with 
Falſe Notions of their own Strength, and by furniſh- 
ing them with artificial Spirits to keep them in 
perpetual Exerciſe, too violent perhaps for them 
even when in full Health, till their Conftitutions , 
are quite exhauſted, and Death and Deſpair ſurprize 
them at once. When a Nation is in ſuch Circum- 
ſtances, thoſe who flatter them leaſt, are undoubt- 
edly their 20% Friends, and ſuch as are for going to 
the Bottom of Things, Better Phyſicians than thoſe, 


e ter an Prof and perhaps 
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a pretty large Sharg of ' preſent Applauſe, would 
content themſelves with a palliatiue Cure. 
In applying what has been already ſaid to dhe 
Ftate of our cm Nation, I ſhall — Uſe of all 


that Tenderneſs and Precaution which ſo nice a | 


Subjef? requires. In the firſt Place, then it is cer- 
tain, . that from the Revolution to this Time,, the 
People have upon very many Occaſions, . betrayed 
a great Diſreſpect towards their Governors, and 
this not only againſt particular Adminiſtrations, but 
5 ay the Legiſlature itſelf. The Pretenen has 
been «> ill Condu#- of their Governors, and 
that This. in all Caſes has not been a mere Pretence, 
will ſufficiently appear if we conſider that in ſome 
Part of King William's Reign, their Di/atisfaftion 
to the Mimftry was countenanced by the Houſe 
of Commons, as in the latter Part of that Reign, 
their Diflike to the Houſe of Commons was approved 
and applauded. by the Court, and they were en- 
couraged to take ach Liberties with their Repre- 
ſentatives, as appear ſurprizing to us, who live in 
later and calmer Times. In the Reign of Queen 
ANN, the People had ſuch a vane for the 
Church, that they were thought deficient in their 
Regard to the Miniſtry, the Queen, and the Par- 
7 5 itſelf, but in time they fully juſtified them- 
ſelves to ber Majeſty, by reſenting that State of 
Dependance, in which ſne was held by ſome great 
Men, and carrying their Point at lat, what had 
been Fa#ion for ſo many Years together, was ta- 
ken for: Sterling 2 which was capable f 
bearing every 75 „. In the four laſt Years. of che 
Queen, a great Part of the Nation grew out of 
Humour with the Meaſures ſhe purſued, * 
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on che Parliament whith' . 
them. This Conduct of tits, wa th Geißel 

4 Pali Zuuairy in the 1% i, _ 
—— of which in ch Meaſure 3 | 
x Credit of dae Augup Afembly and taught the 

to honour as berame them, the grig? Coun- 
teil of che Nation, the natural Tyres of our Pyy- 
2 and che Ig Gauardiam of our Liber. 

ee this Aede wore off 

Wy ets. of Time, — rn td 77 | 
| Spiri of Fealouſy and Dienten, <f ly after - 
, the Soutb®Sea" Sebeme took Place, and on iti De- 
tection, the Criminals were conntenanced by thoſe to 
whom it belonged of right to have puniſhed | the 
 Miſdemeavours they had committed. Thence for- 
ward, the Common People grew afraid of thoſe who - 


— to have been their ſureſ e began. 
90 


Kegel tov 


urmiſe, that the Senate took 700 a Share 
— — and Ic 4 le to thofe 
from whom they dert it. Stung with theſe Ap- | 
prehenſions, and Daily provok'd with what — 
took, for Inſtances or us Diſpoſition, which 
Difate, they loft all Temper, and fell 4 
thoſe Notions; which we have ſhewn to be 
"Dangerous to a fes Government. © 11 25 
In this Situation, Things were, WI the Au- A 
thors of the preſent Oppoſition, ſed" their Plan, 
for reftoring the Spirit of the Conſlitution, and Era- 
dieating theſe Fears, from the Breaſts of the Feopl, 


hom they were willing to have gratified in Two 
Points, Vir, The Shortnjng the Duration of Parlia- 
ments, and the excludi ing. ſuch Per ſows, from Seats 
chere, as might be Suſpected of havi particular 
"Twjereſts, mecompatible with Public Truſt. Pe 
CIR | reject 
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Pecs of theirs was 6 plaufible; that we need not 
wonder a very great Part of the Nation gave into 
it, eſpecially when we confider; that the v0 
Pen ſons in the Kingdom,” even thoſe who in this cri- 
tical Juntture have been advanced to the Ham, 
approv'd cheſe Propoſals, and contended warmiy 
for their being carried into Execution. It muſt be 
owned, that notwithſtanding many Years Struggle, 2 
2 an dang yr carried on with equal Spirit and 
ey were ſtill dale, by Dint of Voices 
— and not of Argument; for theſe great 
2 moſt judiciouſly inſiſted, that their not 
ng able to carry theſe Points, was the ſulleſt 
— of their Re#itude, fince they were defeated. 
by Mem who had viſibly an Intereſt in keeping 
Parliaments long on Foot, and thought themſelves 
bound to defend the Innocency of Places, becauſe 
they enjoyed them. Now upon this Subject it is 
difficult to pronounce, for beyond Queſtion the 
People are as to it ſtill diſſati ted, and with Reſpect 
to the Scaſonableneſs of the Remech, we can ſay no- 
thing againſt it which will not juſtify thoſe whoris. 
the Nice of the Nation condetin'd dt Year, and 
at the fame Time reflect on the Judgment of ur 
preſent great | Men, who ſo ſtrenuouſſy maintain'd. 
the Expedienty, and ſo often divided in favour of a 
Law to repeal the Septennial A, and for a com. 
prebenſtve Place-Bill. , 
Wie muſt indeed allow, that they have cham 
their Sentiments ſince, and that as they are oder, 
they ' ought - conſequently to be wiſer. But then 
here lies the Misfortune, they have now an Inte- 
reſt in Jong Parliaments, which they had not be- | 
fore, wg they have n thoſe Places Kick 
F which 
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1 
which they declared they had no Apperite. Up- 
on this ſudden Turn in their Conduct, x00 = 
hard Queſtions have been moved, the firſt is, whe- 
ther this Departure from their Principles, - does not 


1 3 preſent Reaſoning of all Authority 3 


for how can we take their Fords now, for what 
the other Day they denied? The other is, whether 
their own Example is not the cleareſt Demonſtra- 
tion that can 1 8 dig of their 
former Arguments; tor muſt not ſuch Things be 
exceſſroely dangerous to a free People, as have produced 
ſuch ſtrange Efes upon their Friends. Theſe 
Gentlemen were very lately owned. the wiſeſt and 
ableft Perſons in the Kingdom, and when they were 
ſo-acknowledg*d, they told us, that Placemen were 
dangerous in Parliament, becauſe their Places influ- 
enced their Condu#, do not their Actions teach us 
ſo ſtill? Would any ſober Man be perſuaded out of 
his Love of Temperance, by hearing a Philoſopher | 
declaim in Favour of Drunkenne/s, if he ſaw that 
rontrary to Cuſtom the Sage had got a Cup in bis 
Head? e dle Rene 

To ſpeak farther to this Point with Candour and 
Decency. We muſt acknowledge, that unbounded 
Licence reigns amongſt us, that the common People 
have loſt Reſpect for Dignity, and that the middle 
Cort are full of . Fealoufies and Suſpicians. The 
Court Writers are continually complaining of the 
„and their-own Jnſiructions ſufficiently teſti- 
fy the Senſe of the latter. The Fact then is out 
of "Diſpute, we are certainly ict of this dangerous 
Diſeaſe; the next Thing to be enquired is, whether 
we ought to follow the Advice of thoſe who pro- 
poſe to us a Method of eradicating the — 

| C 
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the Diftemper, or whether we ſhall let it tale its 
Courſe, becauſe our Quondam Doctors are become 
above their Buſineſs. If they have chang'd their 
Language, they muſt be very popular indeed to in- 
troduce their ew Dialect in ſo ſhort a Time too 
throughout the Nation, and to talk of forcing the 
People to alter their Tone would be likewiſe a little 
_ ſince they are but Parrots of their own teach. 
What may be now-ſtiled the Clamour of the 
, was t'other Day the Yoice of the Nation, 
- and ſo avow'd to be by the Folks of whom I am 
ſpeaking, and as to the Buſmeſs of inſtructing,” the 
Form, is all that belongs to the Places from whence 
they come, they take their Matter from your own 
This is the plain, the naked Truth, I have 
kept ſtrictly to my Promiſe, I have not either 
coined à Fact, or heightewd any Mu of - Fact * 
my manner of 7elating it. 
The Merit then of the Oppoſition in this Re- 
ſpe& lies here. They have propoſed to ſecure the 
Freedom of Parliament, by reſtraining the unwar- 
rantable Practices of returning Officers, of which 
we have had ſuch i as well as ſuch 
recent Examples, and which left even the Mob 
without a Doubt, that one of the moſt ſolemn Acts 
in our Government, might through the Iniquity . of 
a very inſignificant Inſtrument be turned into a'down- - 
right Farce, Having thus ſecured the Door, they 
next propoſed ftcepmg: the Houſe, and this by a 
full and comprehenſive Place- Bill. The Reaſon of 
tte Thing has been over and over determined by 
the Legiſlature, the ſingle Point now in Queſtion 
is, whether theſe Acts ſhall be living Laus, or 


2 3 whether they ſhall be Things for Show, 
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having provided againſt the khown Methods of 
affecting the Freedom of - Parliaments, they were 
| defirous of aſſigning a Remedy too for the Miſ- 
'- chiefs that might be introduced by the intrigui 
Heads of bad Miniſters in ſucceeding Times, — 
with this View they inſiſted on the Repeal: of the 


Septennial Act. "Will any Man ſay, that this 
Scheme is at all inconfitent, or that it is calculated 


to ſerve private Purpoſes ; or is there any;Reaſon, 


that they ſhould give it ap, when the great Men 
who were very lately in the ame Sentiments, have 
not thought fit to preſcribe amy other Methed for 
the Cure of that Diſeaſe, which they ſtill acknow- 


lege, and which they ſeem to be apprehenſive, 


may /ame Nimè or other become * to ange, 


as well as to the State. 


een flea? Point, the Zberrinſhs-of cur 
An is to the full as notorious as the Lecentiouf- 
ne of our Speech. We are become as remarka- 


ble for Corruption, as we were formerly for our 


lic Spirit. This is confeſſed by our ſelves, — 


publiſhed through all the Moria, Ke therefore one 


would "think, that every Man who is free from 


this Tant, ſhould be defirous of ſeeing ſuch a 
nalional Reflection wiped off. I will not ſay that 
tte Source of this great Miſchief has been the Con- 

duct of People in Power;: but moſt certain it is, 
that if Corruption once reigns in high Life, the Re- 


rmation muſt begin there. It is a vain Thing to 
expect that the Vulgar ſhould be honeſt, when Ho- 
neſty is laughed at by their Bezters, and it is ridi- 


culous to ſuppoſe, that che Laws ſhould anſwer 
their 


- kW) 
their Ents in common Affairs, when it is evident, 
that they have io their Power in thoſe of a ſupe- 
rior Nature. To ſpeak the Tub, which can never 
be a Crime amongſt free People, every Nation is 
guided by the Examples, of ſuch as are moſt di- 
ſtinguiſhed therein by Birth, by Fortune, or by 
Office, and if there be 20 Religion, no reſpect to 
Principle, no regard to public ed viſible amongſt 
them, we cannot expect to find it among, ſuch as 
in the Nature of Things, muſt be their D 
We way eaſily illuſtrate this, by a 100 well 
— Example. When a Man of Rank takes it 
into his Head to alter the Nature of our Conſtitu- 
tion, by making, himſelf Maſter of a Country Cor- 
poration, aid turning a Town veſted with 4 Right 
of ſending: Members :.to. Parliament into his 2 
rough, the Methods that he takes, will go near to 
ruin the Morals, as well as to ſubvert the Freedom 
of ſuch a Place. In the firſt Place, the Notions of 
the | Inbaditants muſt; be vitiated, they muſt be 
taught to prefer their con Iutereſt, to that of the 
Public, and when they have done this, what ſhall 
hinder them from preferring their own Intereſt to 
every other. Man's ? By this Step, the very Balls of 
fair Dealing, is undermined, and a Man - loſes. his 
Principles for euer, Next, he muſt be brought to 
believe that Attachment to the great Man Intereſt, 
is a Point of Honour, and thus he is in the Situa- 
tion of a Highwayman, who ſubſtitutes fair Deal- 
ing to the Gang, inſtead of Obedience to the Laws, 
and fancies himſelf after repeated Acts of Vilainy, 
a Man of Honour torſooth, becauſe he is not faith- 
leſs to his Fellows, Laſtly, every. ſuch Perſon is 
bound to hate and deride, to counteratt and. miſre- 
preſent 
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green, all tho are not in 232 Man, Intereſ. 
proceeding in this Road, he loſes the Dignity 
| of; Fs dern Briton, and becomes is much « N 
as his Forefathers, who by the Name of 7Yillams, 
were ſold together with the \Eflate, and a Lord 
transferred them with as little Ceremony, as the 
Jes that grew upon it. Such is the Progreſs of 
Knavery, Deceit, and Corruption; by ſuch ſwift 
Strides, it es from one End'of a Country to uns- 
Aber, and the bad Examples'of a few, become ſuſſi- 
= 1174; eee eee ee 
Natian. 
Every Mayor, Bailiff, or other Head Officer, 
of a little Borough, acts entirely on the fame Prin- 
ciples with a Prime Miniſter. If he is a Man of 
Integrity, and wiſhes well to his „ and has 
withal a clear Head, and good natural Parts, he will 
procure many Advantages to the Place where he 
preſides ; if ning, he be a weak Man, 
* will do leſs good indeed; but then he will do 
#0 hurt. But if ſuch a Perſon be a venal'and cor- 
rupt Man, he will be able to deſſiminate his-Yices 
through the whole Extent of his Furiſdiftion, he 
will quickly either find or make fit Inſtruments for 
his ſiniſter Purpoſes, and when he has once brought 
Mien to think as he does, en | 
Purge out that Villaim which he will introduce in 


. a Near, When once Men come to treat the public 
— 4 2 2 they ſoon run into the groſſe# Di/- 
or the whole Sytem of Morality is built 

5 a 3 Bafis, and when we loſe all Reverence 
for the whole, reſpect for Individuals can never hold 
us long. It may be true, that ſome great Men 
have behaved well in private Life, though wickedly 
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in their public CharaFers; but then on a ſtrick 
Review, this will be found either the Efe# of a 
natural Diſpoſition, for which no Man deſerves 
Praiſe, or of a refmed Policy, that the amiableneſs 
of his private Character, may ſcreen him from pu- 
Ic Jullice. But in the common, Courſe of Things, 
the Caſe is quite otherwiſe, and a bad Man in Oficr, 
is a bad Man in every other Reſperr. 
But when theſe Machiavileay Notions have pre- 
vailed for ſome time, they ſpread themſelves ſe 
far, and meet with ſo many Defenders, that Honeſty 
is put quite out. of Countenance, and a Man who 
_ pretends to feel any Thing like a Senſe of Virtue 
or public Spirit, is treated as a Hypocrite, or an 
Entbufiaſt. It is when Things are come to this 
paſs, that a Country is in the utmaſt Danger; that 
the Inhabitants ſtand on the very brink of Ruin, 
and can be ſaved only by frighting them fo much, 
as to make them ſtart back. I will not ſay, that 
this is our Caſe, and yet a certain Report has ſaid 
it, and that Report we know was framed by the 
Friends of thoſe great Folks, who are now ready to 
frown if you mention Corruption, -Yet, alas | if 
that Report be true, as we all know it is blit Joo 
true, there never was ſuch a Sink of Corruption as 
this Iſland, and to think that diſplaying this Fi, 
is equivalent to cleanſing it, or that changing one 
Set of Names for anatber, is ſufficient to atione for 
ſuch a Series of Offences againſt the Public, is to 
believe what Mr. Yoltaire ſays is true, viz. That 
we are no more like our Forefathers, than the 
modern Italians are like the old Romans, of which, 
if I were once convinced, I ſhould not only think 
Writmg, but Living, to little Purpoſe, 


Having 


of 
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Having ſhewn that 7h Great, andthe n, 
are thus far agreru that Cbrruplion hath made 4 
fatal-Progreſs amongſt. us, we are next to conſider, 
what 4 Parties ſave propoſed, in order to re- 


1 move ſo Macit a Stain, and to cure ſo dangerous an 


Bu. The Oppe/tionthave been for examini — 
Matter to the Bottom, for laying all theſe 
tices open, and. for puniſbing ſuch as have been con 


8 cerned in them. This would certainly be an effica- 


cĩous Remedy, it would convince the Nation of πl 
; fir," that injuring the Public, contrivin 

the Ruin of our Gavernment, and debaſing the M. ing. 

of the People, are really Crimes, and not Arcana 
Imperis,. the law ſul Practices of Minifers, and ſuch 

as thein Trade requires, which ſome have. not ſcru- 
— to give aut. Secondly,. it would ſhew all the 

ofld, that we are ſtill ſaund at Heart, that we 
have yet Probity enough to fart at ſuch Inigulties, 
and that we do not want Courage or Power to- 
puniſh-them. Theſe Reflections I. muſt. own, I 

have borrowed from the Report itſclf, and as it is 

the only Quotation I ſhall make, I bet Leave to 

ive it che Reader as it fands there, that he may 

| convinced of the eminent Peril We are in, and 
learn from thence to diſcover whether there be yet 


a — of pur gau or not: Thas Wen che 


Report. ; 
4 This Methed of. Cena is as ar ſure, and 
therefore your Committee apprehends ag 6r7- 
6 — a Way of ſubverting the. Conſtitution, as 

an armed Force ;-1t is a Crime productive of- 
A total Daſfruction of the very Being of this Go. 
60. verument, and is 10 Higb. and unnatural, that no- 


x" "wg. but the Powers of Parliamevt can reach it, 
< and 


— 


WE 
l can never meet with Parliamentary Au- 
* imagverfion, but when it is þ/ucceſeful, it muſt 
* ſeek. for it's Security in the Extant and Efficacy | 
« the Miſchief it produces ; and therefore your 


| r more neceſſary for 1 


our Confideration, while is wants of Succeſs, yet 

124 an n to 7 and e 
„ 

5 innen are * proſecuting the Hint given 

in-this „that 3 y render it manifeſt, - 

the Efficaty of Corrupt not yet reached ſo far, 

A Juſtice ridiculous, rather than terrible. - 


. their Point, it will be long before 
og or any Set of Aden will have. Courage - 


neee in theſe Paths again but if not, 
it will be no eaſy Matter to perſuade the People that 
ſuch as prevent his, mean to wall in axy other. As 
to the Councils of the Great upon this Head, they 
remain a perfect Secret, and therefore as I would 
be very unwilling. to a/pex/s them, I ſhall not pre- 
tend to gue/s — they really are, Thus much 
think the meaneſt Man in. Britain may ſay, that 
to draw together ſuch a Number of Facts as ate in- 
cluded in the Piece, I juſt now quoted, to publifh 
chem ta the Horid with ſuch Strong Qdſervatians, 
and after all to lay them aſide again when they have 
; rag 56 a Purpaſe, (but one that no bone 
can ſuſpect they were man to ſerve) is what. 
— and wht Per 
icarce be brought to credit. 
Yet I am far from thinking this Caſe will even 
8 happen, on the contrary, Iam apt ta believe the 
giving a Check to Corruption will be found moſt 
neceſſary by thoſe who * are able ta encourage or 


3 
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protełt itz for when 1 come to examine the e. 
Article, I dare fay it will appear that we are 00 
far gone to bear with it any longer; that in ſhort, 
the Diſcaſe will certainly kl] us, if it be not quick- 
ly cured, and that therefore, ſuch as have che 
Care" of the State, muſt have Recour/e to a right 
| Regimen, if it were not as we ought to ſuppoſe it 
is, perfectly agreeable to their Inchnations. | 

I come now to the /aff Point I mentioned, which 
is the draining the Wealth of a Country, under 
Pretence of employing it for it's neceſſary Services. 
The Signs of this Diſeaſe have been, already men- 
tion*d; and I doubt it will be thought a Wort of 
-  Supererrogation for me to prove otherwiſe than - 2 
Repitition of them, and an Bore. to the 
ſeiences of my Readers, that in our political Capacity 
we are in the utmoſt Danger of of this Dif- 


_ ,  #emper; But as I abhor the 1 ver of an In- 


cendiary, and endeavour to explain Things that are, 
not to ſuggeſt ſuch as never existed, fo T am willi 
to go the deeper into this Matter, that Men of the 
meaveſt Underſtandings may know what it is their 
Duty to bear, and when they may with Reaſon 
* find*Fault with ſuch Impoſitions as fall upon them 
for the Support of "Government, In doing this, I 
all be obliged to pay a ſtricter Regard to Method 
than I have hitherto done, and this 155 the Sake of 
convincing every impartial Peruſer, that the Oppo- 
ſition have not been guided by Prejudices, or excited 
by Pecuiſone to complain on this Head, and to 
endeavour to give their Conſtituents Light into 
the Cauſes of their bearing ſuch heavy Burdens, where 


it was out of heir Power to give them Eaſe 5 
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! All Govtrnmients, as well as all Flmilizs] muſt 
have a certain Rule of Expence, beneath which, if 
they can be ſupported, they muſt grow rich, and 
above which, if they are raſh enough to Fend, 
muſt inevitably become poor. Debts and Dif 
es are as certain Marks of want of O Economy, - 
in one Caſe, as in the other; for it is as much the 
Duty of an Adminiſtration to live within Bounds, 
as of a private Man, and that this is done, concerns 
a Nation as much as does a Howfho!d, But it may _ 
be'faid, that it is not fo eaſy for à People to dif 
eover when their Rulers raiſe, more than is requi- - 
fite, as for a Family to know when, the Maſter of 
it runs out, But this I think, is faying more than 
can be proved, and I dare ſay, is very ſeldom faid 5 
but as a hnaviſh Steward excuſes his Maſter's Ex- 
travagance, becauſe the more he brows away, the 
more this knaviſh Servant picks up. 
One Method of computing the Circumſtances of 
" Nation, i is by conſidering the Proportion between 
the Hands that add to the national Stock, and the 
Hands that decreaſe it. About the Time of the 
Revolution, it was computed that the latter was to 
the former as 28 to 26, that is to ſay, ſuch as earn- 
ed nothing themſelves, but lived upon what others 
earned, were confiderably above one half of the 
Nation now it 1s very eaſy to conceive, that if the 
| Number of the Induſtrious hath been ſince leſſened, 
and the Number of the Idle increafed, under Co- 
four of public Service, then the Income of the Na- 
tion muſt be lefſen'd proportionably, and conſe- 
quently we miſt be lefs able to furniſh a large Re- 
venue than we were at that Time. This I think 
13 ſo plain, that nd Man can doubt, or be at a lofs 
G 2 about 
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about it ;-but-if chere ſhould be ſuch a 1 


would adviſe him to apply this to his own Fa- 
mily, and conſider whither, - if half his Servants , 
were idle, he could live at. the fame rate he does, 
Aale they 1 But a we 1 on 3 
fanding Army, that we have lon up, 
digious Number of Cuft om-boufe and Exh he pro 
"hat have been added dare that Time, the Swarmy 
of Clerks and other Dependants, on our Oct. 
where nothing is got, and on our public Cos 
that carry on no Trade, and the long Lift. © — bs 
' Employments that — ariſen out of our Luxuries, 
-* Debts and Taxes, and add to theſe the prodigious 
. "Increaſe of our Poor, by the Ruin of our Maau- 
factures, and the Decay of Trade, we ſhall eaſily 
apprehend that according to this Rule, the Com- 
putation is conſiderably againſt us, and that the 
Scale of the Idle preponderates, that of the * 
645 by very far. 

Another way of eſtimating the Condition of d. 
jelis under any Government is to. compare what 
they have paid within a certain Compaſs of Time, 
With what they have paid within a lite C 
after that Period. This was a Method a 
Writer took who call'd himſelf the By rar ng ma] 
- { Method very unfit for his P. and which it 
is certain he would never have mentioned, if he had 
well underſtood what he was about. But if that 
extraordinary Piece has done the World no other 
- Good, it has at leaſt produced an Auſiver where- 
in theſe Computations are —— from Records, and 
in this Anſwer, we are told, that all the Money 
raiſed during the 24 Years Reign of King 
"CHARLES II. viz, from 1661 to 1684, — 


Ts) 

ed to no more than $2,474,265 J. 4. 9 d. 4 
whereas we raiſed in the Reign of King WILLIAX 
at leaſt 70 Millions, and in that of Queen Avxs, 
not leſs than 80, though both thoſe Reigns taken 
together, made not above 26 Years, and from 
that Time to this, we have raiſed upwards of a 
100 Millions more. Now that the Health of the 
Nation has not increaſed in any Proportion to this 
_ Expence, nay, that it has not in fact increaſed at all, 
has been made out before; for though. it be true, 
that many private Mex have grown rich without 
Induſtry, yet that a Nation ſhould any other Way 
acquire Wealth, is repugnant to Common Senſe. 
This being the Caſe, it is impoſſible to doubt that 
 increaling our Annual Expences to three Times 
what they were, muſt impoveriſh the Natias en- 
ceſſively, or which is the ſame. Thing, in other 
Words, muſt render the Situation of the Sujets 
in general, much worſe than it was before. And 
that this really is the Ca/e, may be ſtill made more 
evident by a great Variety of Arguments, let as. 
mention only a few. _. , 
We have been for above this forty Zears con- 

ſtantly running in Debt ; now it is certain, chat a 
Nation, like a private Man, keeps out of Debt as 
long as it is poſſible. It has indeed been faid, that 
in former Times this was not our Cafe, but that in 
King WILLIAu's Time the Miniſtry run us deeply 
in Debt, when there was no Occaſion for it. L 
us conſider why they did ſo? Why the People 
truly, who had lived under former Governments, 
and knew what it was to pay but moderate Taxes, 
were not in the Humour to pay more, and their 


Stubborneſs in this reſpect, threw the Load of 


Faq 
FP upon Pofterity. The former was te | 
. the? the alter was wrong,” But tak ing the thing as 
it is repreſented to us, if the Circumſtances of the 
Nation, would then have born raiſing the Supplier 
for the current Service within the Tear, and the Mi- 
ry did not raiſe them, then the Miniſtry were to 
blame ; and this ſhews that the People had done 
well, if they had obliged them to have acted ozber- 
wiſe. But what is this to us, the Neceſſity of run- 
ning in Debt now is viſible to every Body. Theo 
they might have raiſed 7bree or four; it is impoſſible 
that we with the weight of the Debt they left us, 
ſhould raiſe ſever of eight Millions in a Year. Vet I 
am perſuaded, Poſteriy will take it unkindly, if we 
ſhould for a part, a ſmall part of our Expences for 
this preſent Near, contract and leave upon them, a 
Debt for 32 Tears to come. If ever there was an 
Inſtance of bad O Economy, this of running in Debt, 
continuthg in Debt, and never thinking how to get 
out of Debr, is one with a Vengeance; and if it 
makes no [mpreſſion,' why then———not only we 
but our Creditors muſt have a bad Time of - 
It, | 
Another bent may be drawn from the Na- 
ture of our Funds, and the great Advantages that 
we have given to ſuch as place their Money there, 
over the landed and trading Intereſt. To give my 
Reader a juſt Idea of this, I muſt put him in mind 
of a common Caſe. A young Gentleman at firſt 
coming to his Fhrtime takes a liking to Gaming, . 
Drinking, or N boring, perhaps to all three. He 
firſt out· runs the Income of his Eſtate; well then, 
rather than retrencb, or curtail his Pleaſures, What 
does he do, why, he felts his Woods, grants Annu 
ities 
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ities, diſcounts..Notes, deals wich Uſurers; gives 
large Præmiums, and pays high Intereſt, and that he 
may keep touch with theſe fort of People; he puts 
of : 112 honeſt Tradeſmen, and racbs his poor Ten- 
nants. The very View of this Caſe, is ſufficient to 
convince any Perſon of common Senſe, that a Man 
who acts thus, is not either prudent, or honeſt; nay, 
it may ſerve to convince him of another thing tog, 
that if he had been either, he wou'd have choſe to 
have thought how to get rid of his Creditors, rather 
than ho to oblige them; for it is certain, that the 
_ Civility a Man ſhews when he is in Debt, does not 
Proceed ſo much from Senſe of Obligation, as from 
the fear of /u Mering and it 1s alſo clear, that no 
Man is fo cautious of his Credit, as he who every 
Day ſtands in need of it: After making theſe Re- 
marks, I need not dwell long on the Application. 
When once it was reſolved to run the Nation in 
Debt, it became neceſſary to get People in the hu- 
mour to lend their Money; and this gave Birth to 
molt of the Companies in Being, as well as to many 
other Things. In virtue of this laudable Iuventi- 
on of Stocks, true Induſtry, and that Commerce which 
is beneficial to a Nation, have been thruſt out f 
Doors. Inſtead of an Eftate.in Land; inſtead of a 
Shop and Warehayſe, in the City; | inſtead of. Ships 
at Sea and Fafories abroad, a Man may turn 40, 
or 50, 00 Pound in a 70. pair of Stairs Room ; 
or if he has a mind like Guy, to make it a couple of 
Plumbs in a Garret. He has nothing to do but to 
flip now and then, from thence into the Alley, or 
to ſome Places adjoining, and there without the 
Fatigue of Packing, he may deal in very weighty 
C . nd raiſe to himſelf an immenſe Fortune, 


by 


| 

| 
3 
| 
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R n aa Het: 


ti5faction of 


white he does his Country, or his Coun 
a peanyewerth of Service,” but muſt die with the A 


ne; that is to fay, if he thinks 


chat he never got the Bread he fro Thus indefa- 


_ that this is 


* 


Wt out of three. 


tigable Cunning runs away with the Reward of ur 
duos Iduftry,” and « Nobleman's Wife, Whoſe Heatl 
& turn'd for this Sort of Gaming, ſhall acquire a 

Bare, in an Age which Pankrogts one Mer- 


To oblige People of this Caf, their Method of 
employing Money, has the Sanction of public Pairh, 
for it's Exemption from all public Duties, and thus 
every Man pays the Debts of the Motion out of his 
wan Fortune; except thoſe who have their For- 
Taxes in them, The Bea groans under the 
Lad of the Laud Tar. The Trader fweats under 


numberleſs /mpofitions. And the Ufurer who con- 


"tributes not Six-perce'to the public Stork by his La- 
Baur, gives as Tittle out of his Gettings. I do not 
„or as things ſtand at 
bee or br that it is wjuf ; but this I ſay, that it is 
very um 150 who pay towards the 

, b which theſe People 

= it out of the 2 of their honeſt 


— 


| Labour ; and therefore we need never wonder, 


tharwhen there is any rat of lowering Intereſt, or 
off public Debts, there is fo great a 
'Claniony raiſed againſt it, for it is plain, that if 
we go on in this Courſe, we ſoon come to fuch a 
"Paſs, as that the Proprietors of the public Debrs 
Mal] de 200 beaty in point of Intereſt for all other 
Froprietors, and then modern Policy will be at 

the higheſt Pitch of Perfection, and all the in- 


duſtrious 


[ 91 Fx 
Arie Part of the Nation, if they tink fit to 
fray in it, will work as hard as _—_ can. work, 


not for themſelves — but for the Lale. 
And yet theſe idle People will, ten to one, continue to 
believe that they are the beſt Sort of Folks in the 
Nation. | 
That we may draw to a Coneluſion in ſome 
Time, and not dwell too long on ſuch difagreeable 
Subjects, I will mention but ne Argument, more, 
and that ſhall be the ſeveral Methods taken to ſuppl7 
the Deficiency of real Wealth, by Tallies, Bonds, 
Notes, and many other Contrivances. Theſe are 
underſtood to be great Helps to Trade, and fo I con- 
feſs they might be, if they were circulated only 
among — for then we might be pretty cer- 
tain, that the real Value of theſe circulating Cer- 
tificates exiſted ſomewhere, which we know is not 
the Caſe at preſent, for if it were, the Approach of 
War, or the Rumour of an Invaſion, could not fo 
75 or ſo deeply affect them, as we know it has 
dune and would do. On this Account, we may lay 
it down as a Thing certain, that as Lozteries give 
a Check to Trade, ſo the circulating of this kind of 
Finger Treaſure ſerves to conceal our Circumſtarices, 
and to prevent our Feekng the gradual Decay of our 
Wealth,” as well as to ſerve the Purpoſes of fy Po- 
2 1 and to adminiſter. to all the Znds of Lux- 
In ſhort, there is not that Difference between 
* and public Affairs which ſome crafty Writers 
would make us believe; they are- generally ſpeak- 
ing, govern'd by the ſame Maxims, and ought 
therefore to be judgꝰd by the ſame Rules: Frugality, 
Induſtry, and a virtuous Behaviour, is as neceſſary 


to — the State flouryb, as to better the Circum- 
H ; ances 
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ROY ae Subjels and Profuſion; lle 


neſs, and a total Corruption of Manners, will as 
certainly beggar a er a5 it would — 


; any Man in it. 


There may be, in al probability, a Set of car. 
ping Critics, who will take Exception at this Man- 
ner * Rating Fais,) and pretend, that to catch the 
Pulgar, I write down to their Taft, and by giving 


an Turn to political Subjects, endeavour to render 
ſuch Things ridirulous, as ought to be the Objects 


of -Reverence, and to make thoſe People Judges, 
who in the Nature of Things, can never be brought 
to apprehend the Matters of which I would have 
them judge. But to this I anſwer, that familiar 
Compariſons beſt explain - all- SubjeFs, and when 
uſed with Decency and Diſcretion, contribute more 
towards the ſpreading true Science, than all the 
methodical Syſtems that ever were publiſhed.: I ſay 
farther, that I uſe them, becauſe I ſeek to be ander- 
ſtood, and theſe ſolemn Gentlemen diſclaim them for 


. the contrary Reaſon, becauſe they would: keep their 


real Sentiments in the Dark, and delude the People ; 


with Speeches that ſeem to have a contrary meaning. 


They would perſwade them, that Taxes only ſerve 
to circulate Money, that the Funds are fo many ſalu- 
tary Contrivances for the Maintainance of Widows 
and Orphans; without expoſing them to the Plague 
of doing ſomething to get their Bread, as was the 
barbarous Cuſtom of former Apes ; that Lotteries are 


thought of, purely to ſurprize good Subjects, with 


great Eftates, without giving them the Trouble of 
getting them ;. that public Companies are for the Be- 
nefit of Trade, or at leaſt of Traders, becauſe 1o 


many Citizens are provided for as Directors, and 
that 


* * 
V4, wa 
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that the Liberty ſuch odd Fellows'as I, are allowed 
of talking againſt theſe public Benefits,. is preferable 
to the Freedom our Fore-fatbers enjoyed, when 
Taxes, Debts and Lotteries were Things unheard of, 
when a Merchant of London conteſted Cuſtoms with 
the Crown, and the Word Exciſe, if pronounced 
in Parliament, would have drawn a Reprimand, at 
leaſt if not a Commitment. F- | N 
Another civiller Sort of Criticts, will furniſh _ 
out à new Set of Objections, ſuch as the Inex- 
pediency of making theſe Things un to the 
Vulgar, the Danger of laying open to them the 

Secrets of Government, and the Folly of putting it 
into the Power of that hot-mouth*d Beaſt the Mul. 
tude, to take the Bit in its Mouth, and run away 
with its Rider. But theſe ſoft ſpoken Gentlemen 
ought to conſider that Exceptions of this Sort are 
a little out out of Date, for as Government con- 
cerns every Man, ſo it ſeems but natural that every 
Man. ſhould concern himſelf about Government, and 
as the /oweſt Fellow in the Kingdom contributes 
out of What he gets to the Public Service, fo it ſeems 
but juſt that he ſhould, if he has a Mind, know 
what he pays for, and ſee, if he can ſee, whether the 
Public is well ſerved or not. If the meaner Sort of 
People were fpared in public Impefitions, and only 
Men of a cer/ain Eftate paid towards the Expences 
of Government, there would be ſome Colour of 
Fuſtice in talking of Rabble and Mob, and exclaim- 
ing againſt the Inſolence of the Dregs of the People. 
Bur while it is as it is, that every Man from the 
Crown of his Hat that covers his Head, to the Sole 
of the Shoe that he treads under Foot, wears no-. 
thing, out of which he does not pay towards the 
| H 2 Support 


| . 

Support of the State, and therefore: cannot eſcape 
png, unleſs he goes ' naked, and while it is im- 
| wary) for a Man to ive, though it were upon 

 erown Bread and Small. Beer, without contributing 
to the Maintenance of thoſe who rule him. 1 
ſhould be glad to know how conſiftently with 
Juſtice and Equity any Creature that breaths the 
Britifh Air, ſhould be deprived of his Right of en- 
quiring and judging whether we are well or ill go- 
verned, while we call ourſelves a free People. 

The Miſchiefs that are ſuppoſed to flow from 
theſe Dofrines, are meer Bugbears and Chimera's, 

a Sort of Rawheads and Bloodybones, invented by 
political Nurſes to fright their Children from /quall- 
ing, when they are foo lazy or too proud to undreſs 
and pull out the Pins that prick them. While a 
People may enquire, they will never rebel; but the 
ſureſt Way to make them 4a, is to forbid them 
to talk, as if you attempt to he a Man's Hands, 
or to gagg him, he naturally ſuppoſes that you in- 
tend to cut his Throat, or at leaſt to make free 
with his Pockets. In ſuch a Country as this, the 
People need not recur to Inſurrections, thoſe are fit 
Remedies only under arbitrary  Goggrnments. We 
are free by our Laws, and therefore muſt have a 
legal Remedy for every Evil. The ſingle Enquiry 
then is under what Euils we ſuffer, what Remedies 
are moſt like to give us Relief, and by whom thoſe 
Remedies have been propoſed, ſince queſtionleſs they 
are our Phyſicians. On this Subject, therefore, I 
ſhall offer a few free Thoughts as they riſe in my 
Mind, and ſo leave my Readers to their awn Re- 
flections. 8 

0 
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It muſt be acknowledged on all Hands, that 
the Oppoſition. have conſtantly and uniformly ex- 
claimed againſt the Waſte of public ' Treaſure, the 
Squandering People's Money, increaſing the Num- 
ber of their Taxes, and declining all Thoughts of 
decreaſing their Debts. It muſt be likewiſe on'd, 
that they have upon every Occaſion oppoſed ſuch 
Meaſures as have had a Tendency to theſe Aſo = 
chief; they have been againſt mdefinite Grants, 
Votes of Credit, Sums given without Account, raiſ- 
ing unneceſſary Troops, or railing neceſſary Troops, in 
too expenſrve a Way, againſt Negotiations without 
End, and Armaments that hurt none, but ourſelves. 
They have earneſtly preſſed for reirenching our an- 
nual Expences, for a Commiſſion to review the manage- 
ment of the Revenue for ſeveral Years paſt, and a- 
; nother to ſettle and ſtate the Debts of the Nation. 
They have more than once. propoſed, that ſome 
Method ſhould be taken to ſtop theſe at leaſt, till a 
way could be found to pay them, and they have al- 
ways proteſted againſt applying any other. Way the 
ſinking Fund, the only Method that ever was thought 
of for paying it. They have for twenty Years to- 
gether expoſtulated with the Friends of the Mi- 
niſtry, whenever they have attempted to create new 
Taxes, or to continue old ones for new Terms; they 
have bewailed the.Misfortune of the People to be 
continually feeling freſb Weigbt, without receiving 
any Addition either of Strength or Spirits. In a 
Word, they have manifeſted their Concert, and 
avowed their Diſlike of what they conceived would 
be fatal to their Country, and this they have done 
at the Expence of their Characters and Fortunes. 
In the former, they have ſuffered by the Imputati- 
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dn of being diſaſfeted; the L 
paired not only by their conſtant ſerving the Na- 


ton at their vwen Expence, but by their being ob- 


liged to ſpend their -0wn Money againſt that of the 
Nation, in order to have the Honour to ſerve it at 
their ou Expence, and to be able to propoſe their 
Doubts, to lay open their Jealouſies, and to expoſe 
to che People's Repreſentatives whatever ay . | 
to. be Grievances on the People. 
As to any Propofitions, made by the Great, cither 
for leſſning our Charge, for lowering our Impo- 
fictions,” or for putting our Debts into a Train of 
Payment, 1 muſt fay it frankly, I know of zone. 


They frequently ſpeak — in very pathetic 


Terms of ſupporting the Honour and Dignity of 
the: Crown, of furniſhing Supplies for the public 
Service, and of making good the Deficiencies of 
former Grants. They commonly diſplay their 
Eloquence, in ſupport of Laws for ſecuring and 
increaſing the Revenue, for appointing and aſcertain- 


ing new Funds, and as in the Caſe of the Gin-Adt, 
for preventing the Crown's Loſs by the People's 


Cain, though in the Event, the Terms were re- 
verſed, for the People got nothing, and the Crown 
all. No doubt if theſe worthy Perſons would ap. 
ply themſelves as aſſiduouſly to the Points which 
the Patriots pretend to make their Care, they 
might ſucceed as happily in them, as they do in 
their Expetients for railing thoſe vaſt Sums, which 
they find amualh requiſite for the Service of a 
Nation, which it is to be feared, may ſometime or 
other be unable to reward ſuch able Servants, at 
leaſt as amply as ſhe has hitherto done. Dr. Da- 
uenant forelaw this r forty Years ago, and told 

us 
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us very prophetically in àa Book he publiſhed about 
that Time, that as we could never hope to. thrive 
or grow rich as a Nation, while the Expences of 
our Government exceeded two Millions three Hundred 
Pounds per Annum, ſo if we went on in the Train 
we were then, of giving a Loſe to our Zxpences,. 
and contracting Debts without Bowels for. Pofterity, 
we might at length come to raiſe fx or even 
Millions a Year as long as it would /aft. As we 
have ' fulfilled the Zatter Part of this Predifion, ſo 
methinks it is high Time we took the ft into our - 
Confideration, for without Queſtion, the Time is 
not far off, when even the moſt conſummate Poli- 
zicians will find it ſurpaſs their Skill to draw Water 
out of an empty Mell. 

- We have now run through the Riſe, W 
and ſeveral Fates of the Oppoſition ; we have ſeen 
it feeble in its Beginning, and deſpiſed for its Feehle= 
neſs ; we have ſeen it continually growing, notwith- 
ſtanding all the Pains: taken to depreſs. it. We 
have known it thrive upon Defeats, and we now 
ſee it in a worſe Condition for it's Victory. From 
this Proſpect of the Events which have attended 
it, we have learned to diſtinguiſh between the 
Pretences of ſome who are, or have been engaged 
in it, and the Principles of the Oppoſition: itſclf. 
The former we have diſcovered to be ſometimes. 
iniquitous, and always irregular, the latter perfectly 
| Juſt, and everlaſtingly the ſame. This has ex- 
plained to us the Folly of conceiving amiſs of 
Oppoſition through the Conduct of ſuch as have been 
at the Head of it, and this has taught, or ought 
to _—_ us, that an Oppoſition never ſuffers by the 
Le 
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Loſs of ſuch Heads. A Fuction cannot be without 
Leaders, becauſe the Deſign of a Faction, is to 
bring thoſe who compoſe it, into Pater, and 
there is no managing a Var without a Commander 
in Chief, and ſubordinate Officers. But an Oppo- 
Alion it quite another Thing, it aims at a Change 
of Meaſures, and not of Men, and therefore is 
never in a greater Probability of ſucceeding, than 
when ſuch as compoſe it, are bound to each other 
by no other Tie than that of ſameneſs of Sentiment, 
and propound nothing more to themſelves than ob- 
liging others to act right. 
. We have ſtill done more than all this, we e have 
examined the Grounds and Reaſons of the Oppoſition. 
We have conſidered the Nature of thoſe Things 
of which they complain, independent of their Re- 
lation to ourſelves, and we have ſeen that they are 
real and not imaginary Evils ; that they are pro- 
ductive of ruinous Conſequences, and that as all 
this is diſcoverable by Common Senſe, ſo it has been 
juſtified likewiſe by conflant Experience. We have 
then enquired into the Evidence in Proof of theſe 
Miſchiefs actually ſubſiſting amongſt us, and after 
theſe neceſſary Steps, we have taken a View of the 
Remedies propoſed, and of the Arguments offered 
to ſhew that they would radically cure theſe Mz/- 
chiefs, Thus we have gone through the whole of 
what-we propoſed, and if we have committed any 
Error in the Cour/eof our Reaſonings, upon ſo many 
and ſo intricate Subjects, the whole lies ſtill before 
45, and we may eaſily trace that Error back to its 
Source, and conſequently have it in our Power to 
rettify our Notions. All this we have done with- 
| out 
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Gut Heat or Paſſon, without Prejudice or perſonal | 
Reſentment, we have purſued Truth and not O- 
$inion; we have proſecuted national Advantages, and 
not ſought to recommend the Deſigns of am Party 3 
we have united the free- thinting of the }higs, with 
the Public Spirit of the Tories, and we have ſhewn 
that a rational Oppoſition comprehends all that 1s 
good, and rejects all that is evil in every Party. 
Upon the whole, we have made it manifeſt that 
the Oppoſition, ſtrictly ſpeaking; hath nothing in 
it of Di/affeFion or Difloya/ty, but has a direct 
Tendency to encreaſe the Power of the Crown, _ 
by procuring the Good of the Subject. We have 
— it clear; that the mixing theſe noble Views 
with per/onal Reſentments, is the only means by 


which they can be defrated, and this has enabled us 


to explain what to ſo many has ſeemed inexplicable, 
the ſhort turn made by thoſe who in the midſt of 
their Profeſſions of their intending only the former, 
were in their Hearts reſolved to proceed no farther 
than the latter. By doing this, we have done 
dur utmoſt to eſtabliſh be Oppofition for the fu- 
ture on its proper Baſis, to point out the Advan-. 
tages it may procure to the Nation, and the Ne- 
deſſity there is of procuring them ſome way or 
other, if we mean well to the Nation; and there- 
fore we preſume, that we have effectually executed 
what our Title promiſed, and that within the nar- 
tow Compaſs of this Diſcourſe, the candid Reader 
2 the Caſe of the Oppoſition impartialy 

ates, | | 


. 


— * * 
9 * 
2 4 — . 
. 
7 
, , * 
. * 1 - ” 
* :, + a 
= 4 * 8 * 
*＋ — » 4, 2 . ». &-» LEY = ry — ” oy” . 5 
* ' ” . = — ba — 1 X : 
Li PIR 2 4 % 4 A _— = * K oY 
. 1 > 4 1 
* . ;: * * o — - - * 7 , ky 
5 Ty 4 - = . * . o * 4 I 6 
4 * . — 1 * « . « * * 8 * ” 
o 4 — * * „ = % ke F 4 ” 
— * . — © = = 
"—_ : 2 - 1 : - of Fd 
* N i * a — Ce + = 0 * P 2 c - 
. . N A - 4 2 K * 
4 * 4 - o 1 6 . — 
ſo , 9 = * 
* ' . a ' 
| J = J ” . £ 
4 V « _ _— 88 
+6 4 a — 4 3. - 14. 
2 e 9 — © | 
5 > 


* 
: 


o 
o 
- 


* e ee 
1 
CY 
- 
= 
of 


— 4 


* 83 — 24 — CA oas+ 6 4 8 

e 

1 — — — 
n 


